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we do, there's twenty thousand sovereigns into your
lap. We pay expenses, of course. They shouldn't
be high/'
"It's a heap of money," said Fluff reverently.
" It'll take some making," said Jonah. " Be sure
of that. And it's not a question of putting the man
on his back. He hasn't the stuff in his pocket, and
it's the stuff we want."
"Safe deposit," said Fluff.   "Sure as a gun."
" Exactly," said Jonah. " As long as it's there
we've just about as much chance as a fish in a petrol-
tank. We've got to make him withdraw it before we
strike."
"Quite," said Fluff, nodding. "We don't want
another Dufau."
Jonah turned to Berry and me.
" Dufau is the leading case on the folly of striking
too soon. Cully Dufau got away with eighty thousand
pounds worth of pearls. They took him, and he got
twenty years. They weigh you out time in France."
" You're right," said Fluff warmly.   " The-----s."
" But they never got the stuff," said Jonah. " Not
erne little pearl. While Dufau was doing his time,
pearls came in. And when he came out, they were
worth four times what they were when he put them
away. He's getting on now, but he's got a villa near
Grasse and a couple of cars." -
" That's right," said Fluff. " An' a butler to 'old
fee door an' take off his boots. Still, twenty
thousand's all right. I'd buy my father a pub. He's
a good old crow, and he's always wanted a pub. The
country's his ideal A 'ouse of call in the country,
as* a garden full o' roses an' cocks an* 'ens. I've
feeaid him talkfa' it over a thousand times."
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